Watching the play
-offs Sunday evening was
a hoot. Jimmy and |,
watching the game with
friends, hooped and hol-
lered with the best of
them. When the game
ended with that practi-
cally perfect kick, the
whole room exploded.
Not one of us was left on
the couch—our arms
were raised turning our
whole bodies into moving
exclamation points.
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Clearly, there is a
difference between fair
weathered fans and, well,
actual fans. Actual fans
hang in with the team
during good times and
bad, successes and fail-
ures. Naturally, they get
frustrated and wonder
why such obvious mis-
takes were made. From
their view it's easy to see
when and where the
games were lost. But, the
real fans root nonethe-
less. They constantly
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In a similar way,
there have been people
in my life who have made
a series of bad choices. It
was so tempting to with-
draw completely, looking
to reconnect only when
things went well.

God show us a
different way. Like the
diehard Saints fans, God
roots for us, encourages
us, hopes with us, cries
with us. He stays a faith-
ful fan and supporter
even when we are any-
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GO SAINTS!
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If you hear God calling you then maybe it is time to listen. We are planning the Mexico Mission for 2010.
A Medical and Construction team will travel to Mexico June 23" and return June 27". We are looking for
some professionals such as doctors, nurses, pharmacists and construction workers but the majority of
the team are regular people like you and me. You need the love of Christ in your heart, a smile on your
face and a passport to qualify for the mission. We do need to know if you are interested so that we can
start making plans. Anyone over 18 can join the mission. You do not have to be from SCUMC and you
do not have to be Methodist, so if you know someone that is interested please let them know. The cost
will be determined after all of our fundraisers but cost should not keep anyone from joining our mission.
Please e-mail or call Mary Anne or Heidi Schindler for more information at Beronco@hotmail.com or 764-

8386. Sign up forms are available in the church office.
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There has been some interest expressed in an extended construction mission to Mexico. This would al-
low a team to go to an area that needs more work done or is further away. To have this mission we
would need at least 5 people. If you would like to go on an 8-9 day mission please contact Mary Anne
Schindler as soon as possible. We would need discuss dates with Willie Berman in Mexico (probably the

last week of June) and begin working toward the mission .
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SAINTS FOOTBALL TEAM FOR
WINNING THE NFC CHAMPIONSHIP AND FOR A CHANCE TO
PLAY IN THE “BLACK AND GOLD” SUPERBOWL!!!

GO SAINTS!H!
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I would like to start this article by thanking all of you for the support and encouragement you pro-
vided while | was sick during November and December. | had a friend visit from out of town to help care for me
while | was hospitalized and he was amazed at how frequently | was visited by church members...your smiling faces
and words of encouragement were invaluable during that dark and difficult time. I’'m very happy to be back to wor-
shiping with you and feel so fortunate to have such a supportive family of faith.

The Easter season is upon us and I'm excited to announce upcoming auditions for the drama we will be pre-
senting on Good Friday, April 2". The date to audition for either a speaking or singing role is Tuesday, February
9™ at 7pm in the sanctuary. This will be a dramatic portrayal of the life of Christ as told from the perspective of peo-
ple who were there.

The choir has already started rehearsals for the cantata we will be presenting on Palm Sunday, March 28"
at 11am. Please feel free to join our rehearsals in the sanctuary on Wednesday evenings at 7pm, childcare is pro-
vided.

I would like to conclude by asking you to continue to pray about the opening in our staff for a pianist. | know
God has someone special coming our way and | welcome your ideas on how we can continue to get the word out
about this opportunity.

Thank you for your feedback and suggestions on how we can continue to improve and build the music min-
istry of this church!

Musically yours,

April Ebeling
IT'S a dance! It's ANOTHER Dance!
It's TWO Dances on the Same Night!
It's the WINTER BALL!
"v % WHEN: Friday February 26

WHERE: Fellowship Hall
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Adult Education

On Christmas Eve, | had the honor & privilege of speaking to our congre- ﬁ&\_
gation at the 11 pm service. One topic | spoke about was what I've learned last
year from being involved with adult education in small group, which included
Sunday School classes, Wednesday night classes, and Ironmen on Wednesday
mornings. | have benefited in many ways from what | have received.

| would like to encourage you to get involved with a small group class. They are truly re-
warding and you too will receive more than what you give. We have many opportunities for small
groups with our Sunday School & Wednesday night classes, for you to get involved in and grow in
2010.

Currently we are offering: Battlefields of the Mind led by Gwen Keller, Friedman’s Fables led
by Pastor Juliet, Irresistible Revolution led by Max Suitt, Seekers led by Dan McNeill, and The
Timothy Class led by Bill Green.

On Wednesdays Al Martin is leading, Power in Praise, and Pastor Juliet is leading Christian-
ity 101. Don't judge a book by its cover, check them out for yourself! Ironmen continue to meet at
6:00 a.m. and the Women'’s Bible Study meets at 9:45 a.m. on Wednesdays.

Future classes coming are John Maxwell's 21 Irrefutable Laws of Success, and Solomon’s
Secrets, a book geared at finances.

If you feel moved to lead a class please contact me. | promise it will be very satisfying. Try
out these classes that your church offers and enjoy the growth that can occur when you get in-
volved with a small group.

Do it for yourself, you deserve it.
Jerry Schultz

Property Management Committee

Room reservation requests forms are located in the letter boxes outside the pastor’s office. Please make
sure that a form is filled out for your room reservation so we can avoid any scheduling conflicts. We will
take room reservations through June 2010. DO NOT assume that if you have a room reserved for a meet-
ing in 2009 that it will automatically be reserved in 2010. Contact Carol Duensing if you have any ques-
tions.

Lenten Devotional Booklet

A Special Thank You to all who submitted devotions for the 2010 Lenten Devotional Booklet. The
Booklets will be available soon.

Thank you for supporting our troops overseas by sharing holiday greetings. More than 29,000 cards were sent to
bases in Afghanistan, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. Operation Holiday Card

Doloirs Neal received a basket at Thanksgiving and was truly blessed by the experience. She had not signed up to
get a basket, but because of your generosity we were still able to give her one.
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Adventure Club News
(for 4" -6™ Graders!)
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* What a blessing it is to be part of a Missions mind  ed church!

One Great Hour of Sharing

This church — as always — has responded generously to the call for UMCOR Health Kits and donations for the Haiti
earthquake relief effort. For any who do not already know, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) is a global,
not-for-profit organization of the United Methodist Church. Their purpose is to provide emergency aid to those suffering
from natural or civil disasters, situations that local agencies cannot hope to cope with.

UMCOR strives to send 100% of donations for emergency relief. In order to continue to do this, UMCOR relies on
an annual love offering - The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) - to cover their administrative costs since they do not
receive any apportionments or world service funds.

SCUMC will have its annual OGHS offering in the near future, and | thought it might be helpful to explain the rela-
tionship between OGHS and specific UMCOR requests, and how both combine to enable a quick response to national
and global emergencies. Despite your wonderful response to the Haiti earthquake disasters, please prayerfully consider
supporting the OGHS offering — so UMCOR will be able to respond to ‘the next Haiti'.

Mission Shorts

Congratulations to Mary Anne and Ronnie Schindler b eing awarded a Jefferson Award! If you haven't seen
the video that was on Fox 8 News, here’s a link to it: <http://www.fox8live.com/news/local/story/Jefferson-Award-Couple-
saves-Christmas-for/om886IZTe06XfPIRB_UnAQ.cspx>. Although the video focuses on their expansion of our Angel
Tree ministry to Operation School Children at Raceland Elementary last December, it also talks about their post-Katrina
supply run from Texas and their history of Mexico mission work. It's wonderful to see them recognized for some of the
many ministries they devote themselves to!

Many people reading this newsletter contributed blankets for the homeless , and you can imagine how welcome
they were during the cold winter nights we've had recently! Although this is just one of the many ministries and missions
this church supports, | think that it's a very concrete example of how your generosity is helping people in our area meet
their basic needs and remind them they are not forgotten. Over 140 blankets were delivered!

Thanks to those who cooked and served the latest St. Mark’s Fellowship Dinner. Alisa presented the choir’s
Christmas Cantata Love Offering during the worship service. In appreciation of our church’s continuing partnership with
their ministries, St. Mark’s presented us with a ceramic plaque of their church that was specially commissioned to cele-
brate their recent 100th year anniversary celebration. We will display it proudly!

Also thanks to everyone who took advantage of the Missions Mailbox to distribute Christmas Cards. Over $80 in
‘postage’ was raised, which was used to buy many additional blankets for the homeless. (And some still have unclaimed
cards on Karen’s desk.)

Check out the Missions Website , and look for the volunteer and ministry suggestion forms... It's a way for you to
let us know what you think Missions should be focusing on and what you'd like to be a part of.

Or, if you prefer, just call Pam Waguespack (725-1017) or Jim Miller (785-9437) if you've got a new Missions idea.

Our next Missions meeting will be Thursday, February 18" at 7 PM. Please join us as we decide which Missions
programs and ministries we’ll focus on for 2010.

In service and faith,
Jim Miller, Missions Co-Chair
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