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See you in church~  

             Pastor Juliet   
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We are attempting to move our focus as 
a church to a more Christlike vision.  As 
with any change, there is always con-
cern, rumors, and outright resistance but 
please be patient as the leaders of St 
Charles UMC work on this mission. 

Let's first answer a question.  Why does 
St. Charles UMC exist? The easy answer 
is "to provide a relationship to God 
through Jesus Christ". For many, that it 
too abstract.  We are trying to better de-
fine our purpose and have appointed a 
sub-committee to study, pray, and to pre-
sent their findings to the Administration 
Board.  We, the current members, have a 
special relationship with Jesus Christ and 
have been able to deepen that relation-
ship, console ourselves during tragedies, 
introduce our children to Jesus, and nur-
ture our personal relationships simply by 
walking through the doors of this church.  
Why are we so hesitant to share this 
wondrous relationship with others? 

A congregation is a school for love, the 
place where God's Spirit forms us and 
the place where we give love to and re-
ceive love from friends, neighbors, and 
strangers.  The Church is the presence of 
Christ in the world, the means by which 
God knits us into community in order to 
transform our lives and the lives of those 
around us. 

People need to know that God loves 
them, that they have supreme value, that 

their life has significance.  People need 
to know that they are not alone; that 
when they face life's difficulties, they 
are surrounded by a community of 
grace; and that they do not have to fig-
ure it out alone on how to cope with 
family tensions, self doubts, periods of 
despair, debt, or the temptations that 
hurt themselves or others.  Why do we 
keep our love for others such a secret?  
We all know a neighbor, friend, or 
relative that could use some of what 
we have going on at St Charles.  Some 
of the most dynamic moments occur 
during small group discussions.  I have 
watched the Iron Men grow from about 
6-7 men to around 12-14 in a relatively 
short period of time.  We are striving 
to become better husbands, fathers, 
grandfathers, friends by learning and 
sharing our strength with one another.  
This is core to the growth of successful 
churches; combining and sharing your 
love for others and inviting others to 
join.  Success breeds success.  Look at 
how the Saints have gone from empty 
seats to a huge waiting list now that 
they are winners.  We need to let folks 
know that we have something special 
in our church and they are welcome to 
share in it.  We have done a poor job of 
going out to offer our love to others.  
In the past, we hoped that they stopped 
in on their own.  The opportunity is 
awesome.  The estimate is that in our 
community alone, 50-60 % of our 
neighbors and friends are un-churched.  
We don't have to go far to find a poten-

tial friend to share our love with. 

The Administration Board is tak-
ing the lead and we will keep 
you informed.  You can already 
see our progress.  Every week 
that I view our new signs, I won-
der why it took so long for us to 
recognize that visitors or guests 
had no idea where to go. We 
have challenged the congrega-
tion to aid us in getting new 
signage so that we can share our 
love with our community.  We 
feel that with a focus on using 
scrip to buy things that you will 
purchase anyway, that we can 
have an LED sign in 90 days.  I 
heard recently that we were cut-
ting programs to get that sign.  
It's quite the opposite.  We want 
to inspire more programs so that 
we also have waiting lists to par-
ticipate. 

In closing, I apologize for being 
a little long, but we are at an im-
portant cross-road and our com-
mitment has been made to suc-
ceed.  We want you to be a part 
of this success and you can.  
Make the leap to join a small 
group and feel the love of shar-
ing in Christ's grace. 

 

-Jim Adams, Chairman 
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 Our Church is working on transition to a new budgeting process which directs more of our revenues to those 
activities which are felt to have the greatest impact on immediate church growth, as determined by the newly formed  
Strategic Planning Committee.  Since the work of that committee is ongoing, we did not approve a 2010 budget for our 
church in the traditional fashion.  We are tracking P&L by comparing 2010 revenues and expenses against the same time 
frame for last year.  Through Feb. 2010 we have received $50,441 in income compared with $48,449 for the same time 
frame in 2009.  Total expenses are $53,507 for 2010 compared with $51,923 for 2009.  Expenses in 2010 are about 
$3,066 more than income YTD. 

 Expenses in 2010 are expected to be slightly higher throughout the year as compared to 2009.  This is due to in-
creases in insurance costs, apportionments, and a small increase is salaries ���	���	�
���
	�����
  

 Total pledged giving through Feb is $38,201 This is approximately $3,000 less than pledged giving for last year 
and about $700 per week less than amounts pledged for 2010.    

-Dan McNeill 
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Anyone interested in volunteering for 
Children's Church on Sunday morn-
ings, please contact Luanna Hinch-
man at luanahinchman@yahoo.com 
or call the church office at 764-8292. 
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DON’T FORGET….. 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTI-
CLES ARE DUE BY 
THE 20TH OF EACH 
MONTH.   
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Adult Education 
The Cursillo movement is alive & well at St Charles United Methodist. The Greater New Orleans Ultreya had a work party 
on Friday 3-26 , and have future events planned for April 8th, and 16th. We are having a special First Monday of the month 
reunion on May 5th @ 7:30 pm., in the prayer room. Hope to see you there. 

Do you know someone who may enjoy a spiritual retreat weekend , ask a Cursiat how you can grow. 
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Iron Men continue to meet on Wednesday Mornings at 6 a.m. in the prayer room. Coming soon Max Lucado’s  
“A Love Worth Giving”. 

 

Women’s Bible Study meets each week at 9:45 a.m. on  Wednesday mornings in the Sunday School Building. 
They are continuing their study based on the book b y Dee Brestin “The Friendships of Women.”  
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May 1st, Movie Night-movie selection, “Blindside”.  Dinner 
will be served at 5:30 p.m. with the movie to follow at 6:30 
p.m.  $3.00 per person includes Pizza, drinks and popcorn. 

 

Coming in June….St. Charles UMC “IDOL”!! 

June 12, 2010 

Watch for further details! 
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Adventure Club News  

(for 4th -6th Graders!) 
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